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From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear Parents,   

 

I am so excited to spend one of my favorite seasons of the year with your children.  To 

me the time of Advent speaks to the importance of preparation, patience, and a time 

for reflection and prayer.  As a school, we are celebrating Advent by joining together 

at the end of the day and lighting our Advent wreath.  We are also celebrating the 

season with a Lego Wall Jesse Tree.  Classrooms are taking turns reading the scrip-

ture passages and creating Lego symbols for our tree.    

 

The Jesse Tree is a wonderful tradition in our faith that you can share at home as a 

family.  Faith Forward has a outstanding resource for families that includes bible 

passages, prayers and reflection. https://www.faithward.org/jesse-tree/jesse-tree-

family-devotions/ 

 

Please read your newsletter carefully, we have a number of Advent events taking 

place over the next few weeks. 

 

Advent Blessings, Shannon Murphy 

Advent Program 

St. Mary’s Visitation School Presents ‘The Christmas Story!’ 

We have been preparing for a Christmas program for our community on Monday, De-

cember 12, at St. Mary’s Visitation Church at 7:00 p.m.  Please save the date!!  We 

have planned extra rehearsals during school day. The SMV orchestra is playing, the 

choir is singing, music classes are singing, and there is a short play with angels and 

shepherds (costumes too!!).  We want to count on you! 

Looking forward to a beautiful performance. Please pray for us as we prepare for 

the program and all the beauty of the Advent Season. 

Parents, Please Note: The Orchestra should report to the Church at 6:30 p.m. and all 

other students in the program should report at 6:45 p.m. 

Sheri Jaffurs, Assistant Principal, Choir and Orchestra Director 

Pam Laperna, Music Teacher 
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Dates if Interest 

 Dec 4— Drive-In Live Nativity in SMV Parking Lot @ 4 pm (starring many local actors and animals) 

 Dec. 7—Color Day (remember your $1) 

 Dec. 8—Mass @ 8am (Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception) 

 Dec. 12—Advent Program @ 7pm in church (Orchestra report to church at 6:30, all other students at 
6:45) 

 Dec. 14—Secret Santa Shopping (information in your family envelope) 

 Dec. 16—Hopkins Public School’s  Choir and Band Winter Concert at St. Stanislaus School 

 Dec. 22—Jan. 3—No School 

 Jan. 4—School Resumes—Color Day 

 Jan. 16—Half Day, 11:20 Dismissal 

Fundraiser for HSA 

We did so well with the KeyCard Coupon books for school, we have obtained an additional box to help 
our Home and School Association.  This group belongs to all parents, everyone is welcome to join in the 
planning and executing of events they sponsor, as well as many other tasks that help us out greatly here 
at SMV.  Some of the events they sponsor are Back to School Night, Grandparents 
Day, Secret Santa Shop, Donuts with Dad, Muffins with Mom, Teacher Appreciation, 
and so much more.  The big one is our Spirit Shirts.  

If you have already purchased your book and card, consider the impact to our HSA 

and a loved one if you purchase one or two more to give as the gift that keeps on giv-

ing. 

They are $30 and the HSA will retain 50% just as school did. 

Here is a video of our now famous preschooler, Henry, telling us why he loves the 

Coupon Book!    https://youtu.be/RSyw5lfmlvE 

Outdoor Attire 

This tree represents Michigan weather, all in one day at times.  Please remember 

unless it is raining or the feels like temperature is below 10 degrees—your chil-

dren will go outside.  Please plan to send them with outside gear daily until April, 

at which time, boots for mud will be a must! 

Secret Santa 

It’s time to start planning for the Secret Santa Shop. Students in preschool through seventh grade will 

once again have the opportunity to shop for loved ones. Shopping day will be Wednesday, December 14, 

And for those not in attendance on Wednesday, Thursday, December 15. 

(Participation in this event is totally optional of course.) The shop will be organized 

by members of the HSA. Thanks to those of you who’ve already donated items for the 

shop. If anyone still has gifts, gift bags, tape, etc. in storage, we would greatly appre-

ciate your donation.  (no paper as we have plenty of rolls at this time) 

More information in your family Envelope 
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December 8 will be our 

first Giving Tree drop, 

just in time for the 

Christmas ministry at 

Project Hope, for fami-

lies in need.  Please 

give if you can.  Gloves, 

hats, scarves, mittens, 

and socks for Men, 

Women, and children.  

We will make a second 

drop on December 21. 

We will be delivering 

much needed items to 

the Pantry of Project 

Hope in Dorr on De-

cember 21st.  They are 

in desperate need of 

Flour, Sugar, Cake 

Mixes, canned Fruit, 

and Canned Vegeta-

bles.  These are great 

ministries for our chil-

dren to learn the joy of 

giving. 

Look at the amazing helpers SMV School has for 

parish events too.   There is a pancake breakfast 

each month from October to March.  If you are 

ever available to pitch in with your older elemen-

tary children, it is always needed and appreciated 

by the many groups that put on community 

events.  Did you know a small army can set up for 

a funeral luncheon or pancake breakfast in less 

than an hour?  SMV 

School sponsors only 

one breakfast a 

month, but there are 

4 others our parish 

sponsors.  Reach out if 

you ever  need to 

know where they need 

you!  

You will find copies of the 

photos taken at Grandparents 

Day in your family envelopes 

this week.  Such sweet memo-

ries for both the kids and the 

grandparents. 

Check envelopes for permission slips and other 

flyers as well! 

Living the Faith of a Catholic Family 
 

Each newsletter we will be sharing resources for our families based on Rev. Mr. Dario 

Rinaldi article Living the Faith: Ideas for Catholic Families. 
 

Family Meal 
 

Many families today do not have much time to spend together because of work and other obligations 

that family members cannot get out of, which just raises the importance of the conversation at family 

meals. No television or phones should be used during these meals, just family conversation. At the end 

of the meal, the family works once again to clear the table and clean the kitchen and dishes, but not be-

fore again acknowledging God with a word of thanks to end the meal. The family meal is a simple daily 

ritual of social family time, but the fruits of this action are beyond count. Parents can use the time spent 

at the table to help understand what is going on in their children’s lives. Asking, “how was your day,” or 

“what’s new at school,” can give parents insight into the parts of their child’s lives that they do not see. 

It is also good for all the members of the family to be themselves around each other, to experience some 

small bit of family time, even when there is no other opportunity. It also shows the children that they 

are worth their parents’ attention, that mom and dad are not too busy for them. 
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Mission Statement for St. Mary’s Visitation School 
At St. Mary’s Visitation Catholic School we are disciples, walking in the path of Jesus,  

making Mary our Model, and striving for personal and academic excellence.  

Drive In Live Nativity 

Please join us this weekend, Sunday, December 

4, at 4pm in the SMV Parking lot for a beautiful 

Drive-In Live Nativity.  We will have community 

members, past, present, and possibly future SMV 

students, as well as an ar-

ray of live animals includ-

ing Lucy, the Donkey, Mar-

ti the Cow, Doug the sheep, 

and a goat for every shep-

herd.  Only one showing 

this year!! 

Box of Joy 

On behalf of children in poorer countries around 

the world, we extend a huge thank you once 

again for the wonderful response to the Box of 

Joy drive sponsored by Cross Catholic Out-

reach!  We're excited to tell you, due to the kind-

ness of our SMV and St. Stan's families, 101 

shoebox Christmas gifts will be delivered to chil-

dren in seven countries from our parish commu-

nities next month.  We know how passionate 

some of you, old and young, were in coordinating 

this gift.  We can only imagine what these gifts 

will mean to the children that will receive 

them.  Thank you for your spirit of giving . . . and 

may God bless you for it!    

Mary Mac 


